
Apiary Training and Grounds Programme 2026 (V3) 
 
Below is the planned programme for Apiary Training days during 2026.  The training days will begin 
with the experience group beginning at 12:00 until 13:45, with the beginners arriving at 14:00 – 
16:00.  The topics below follow the beekeeping calendar, but are subject to change depending on 
weather and what the bees are doing. 
 

Date Experienced Topics Beginners Topics 

7th March Grounds Day 10:00 – 12:00 – no training 

14th March Preparation Day – equipment cleaning / making equipment 13:00 – 16:00 

21st March BBKA Modules Exam day 2026 Introductory Course Only  
13:00 – 16:00 

28th March  Avon Spring Day School – no apiary training 

11th April Post winter disease inspection. 
Shook Swarm 

Practical tools (lighting smoker, bee 
suit, hive tools) and introduction to the 
bees 

17th – 19th 
April  

BBKA Spring Gathering – Harper Adams University – no apiary training 

25th April Post winter disease inspection. 
Bailey comb change 

What are we looking for?  Inspections 

2nd May Grounds Day 10:00 – 12:00.   14:00 – 15:00 Auction – no training. 

9th May Queen Rearing, splits 
Swarm Control 

Hive Records, Swarm Control 
techniques 

23rd May Queen Rearing, non-grafting  
Swarm Control  

Inspections, Swarm Control 
techniques 

28th May – 
30th May 

Bath & West Show – volunteers wanted 

6th June Queen Rearing, grafting 
Swarm Control 

Grafting, 
Inspections; gaining confidence 

13th June Grounds Day 10:00 – 12:00 - no training 

20th June Making up Nuc’s, including Mini-Nucs Inspection; gaining confidence 

4th July Marking & Clipping Queens Inspection; gaining confidence 

11th July Grounds Day 10:00 – 12:00 - no training 

25th July Brood Disease – Varroa Check – 
mechanical & biological control 

Inspection; gaining confidence 
Varroa check – mechanical & 
biological 

1st August Provisional Taster Day – no training Provisional Taster Day – no training 

8th August Clear bees / Extracting Honey Clear Bees / Extracting Honey 

15th August VMD record card and varroa control - 
chemical 

VMD record card and varroa control - 
chemical 

22nd August Grounds Day 10:00 – 12:00 - no training 

29th August VMD record card and varroa control – 
chemical (2nd dose) 

VMD record card and varroa control – 
chemical (2nd dose) 

5th – 6th 
September 

Bee & Pollination Festival – no training – Volunteers wanted 

12th 
September 

Grounds Day 10-12 no training 

19th 

September 
Syrup feed / Winter Prep of supers winter prep & cleaning equipment 

 
  


